R M O H T AS B E M

Mughal Dagger
North India, 18th or 19th century

Jade, steel

35 cm long (overall); 13.5 cm long (the hilt)

Stock no.: A6200

Provenance: Collection of Pierre Jourdan-Barry.

A Mughal khanjar, comprising pistol grip jade hilt and a watered steel curved double-edge blade. The
jade hilt is decorated with floral sprays. A similar dagger, also dated to the 18th or 19th century, is in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York (no. 36.25.563). A hilt with similar floral relief is in the Victoria &
Albert Museum, London (no. 02555(IS)).

Alongside gemstones and jewellery, jade-hilted weapons are the most frequently mentioned
presentation gift to or from Mughal emperors." Stuart Cary Welch’s study of the Padshah-nama reveals
that the most common form of dagger worn was the katar, with the khanjar in second place. Jade was
particularly highly prized in Mughal India, in part because it was imported from Central Asia and was
therefore a reminder of their Timurid ancestry, and in part because it required so much time and skill to
abrade and polish it.?
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