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These carved doors were made in Java, an island in Indonesia and part of the Malay Archipelago. The
Central Javan cities of Jepara and Kudus were particularly renowned for their woodcarving.1

Traditionally, Javanese woodcarving featured indigenous and Hindo-Buddhist motifs, such as
swastikas and lotus flowers.2 With the advent of Islam to the Malay archipelago, jasmine flowers and
palmettes were introduced. Whilst traditional woodcarving had been unpainted, Islamic objects were

often gilded and painted red.

The doors are intricately carved with floral decoration and inscribed within a large cartouche on each
door are surah 110 (al-Nasr / ‘The Divine Support’) and surah 114 (al-Nas / ‘Mankind’). There are clear
similarities in colours and decorative motifs to Quranic manuscripts made in 19th-century Java (see, for

example, accession no. 20117A33(a&b) view here)  in the Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide). 

Several related examples of Javanese woodwork were exhibited in the 2024/2025 exhibition Oceans
That Speak: Islam and the Emergence of the Malay World in the Islamic Arts Museum (IAMM), Kuala

Lumpur. including a Qur’an box and cover (accession no. 2017.5.12), a carved gebyok or room partition

https://www.agsa.sa.gov.au/collection-publications/collection/works/quran/26161/
http://www.agsa.sa.gov.au/collection-publications/collection/works/quran/26161/


(accession no. 2024.3.2), and a chest on wheels (view online here). These are all dated to 19th-century
Java. A similar pair of doors is on display in the Malay Kingdoms gallery of the Muzium Negara

(Malaysian National Musuem) in Kuala Lumpur (view online here).3 A chest in the Asian Civilisations
Museum, Singapore (accession no. 2011-03161 view here) with similar calligraphic panels is attributed

to Jepara and dated to the 19th century. A gamelan in the British Museum, London (accession no.
As1859,1228.194.a view here) dated to c. 1800, is decorated with similar carved and gilt floral scrolls. 
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