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The khanjar is a double-edged dagger with a slightly recurved blade and a pistol grip hilt. The
distinctive pistol-grip can be traced to the southern Deccan, where it developed from hilts in the shape
of parrot heads.1 No weapons with a pistol grip hilt appear in the Windsor Padshah-nama, considered
the best source for weaponry of Shah Jahan’s reign, suggesting that they were popularised during the

reign of Shah Jahan’s successor, Aurangzeb (r. 1658-1707).2

This khanjar has a hilt of carved dark green nephrite jade, inlaid with carnation and cypress leaves in
silver, recalling the technique of bidri. The double fullered watered steel blade is decorated at forte with
a small etched flower panel. A dagger of such quality would only have been used ceremonially or worn

at court, and never in combat. 

A khanjar in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York (accession no. 36.25.667), attributed to 17th-
18th century Deccan has a similar pistol grip hilt. Though the scalloped blade is quite different, the silver

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/31838


inlay on the hilt is a similar pattern. The hilt of a khanjar with near identical silver inlay, though paler
green jade, is held in the British Museum, London (accession no. 1878,1230.883), and is dated to 17th-

century India. A dark green jade pot in the National Palace Museum, Taipei has the same pattern.3 It
was published alongside a number of other daggers in this group by Stephen Markel, who theorised

that they were made in Hyderabad.4

This dagger was exhibited in Paris in the ‘Splendeur des armes orientales’ exhibition in 1988.5
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