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Kashan Lustre Star Tile
Kashan, Iran. Late 13th to early 14th century.

Fritware painted in a glaze of blue, turquoise, and lustre over an opaque white glaze.
21cm high, 21cm wide

Stock no.: A5830

This eight-pointed fritware star tile was made in Kashan, in central Iran, a town so important to the
production of Persian pottery that it gives its name to the Persian word for tile (kashi)." Tiles were
produced in Kashan almost continuously from 1200 to the 1330s.2 Star-and-cross dados, of which this
tile was once a part, were used to decorate secular buildings, such as funerary monuments and
palaces. lllustrations of the Persian court in the Shahnameh show star-shaped tiles on the floor and
walls, such as Folio 202v from the 16th century Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasp, held in the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, New York (accession no. 1970.301.30).

This tile is decorated with birds and roses in reserve against a golden-brown lustre field. At the centre of
the tile, two cobalt-blue split palmettes curl around pairs of acanthus leaves. Spots of turquoise are
place in a circle on the tile, with one at the centre. The tile’s white border is inscribed with
Persian naskhi writing in brown. Inscriptions on Kashan tiles generally come from Quranic verses
relating to the function of the tile, or from epic literature such as the Shahnahmeh.? In this case, there
are two Persian quatrains from the Lanayeh by the 12th-century poet 'Ayn al-Quzat Hamadani:
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I said, Howmany times I circle around your lips!
Howmany thomns | see on your sweet lips!’
I vas afraid, though, that because of the down (on your face), your lock and cheek,

That | would get stuck in so many ringlets!
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| said, ‘My heart!’ (the beloved) said Look for it by us,
| said, ‘My soul!’, he said ‘Look for it in the same place,
| said, ‘My intellect!, he pointed towards (his) curls,

That’s to say, Look for it in these afflictions.”*

There is also a couplet which reads:
oAl e o Jlaa&s
Gl dishaa ally (S e
Protect, O World Creator,

The owner of this [tile] wherever he may be.

This couplet is frequently seen on 13th century Iranian ceramics. A Kashan lustre bowl dated to 607
AH/1210 CE in the Metropolitan Museum of Art (accession no. 61.40) bears the same inscription. For
other examples and the full poem, see Oya Pancaroglu, Perpetual Glory: Medieval Ceramics from the

Harvey B. Plotnick Collection. New Haven: 2007, no. 74.

The tile bears many of the hallmarks of Kashan lustreware as described by Richard Ettinghausen. For
example, the background is composed of small dots, both wings of the birds are visible, and the leaves


https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/451636

are decorated with rows of dots along their outer edges.® This use of colour and forms is typical of late
13th century Kashan lustre tiles. A tile dated to 665 AH (1267 CE) in the Metropolitan Museum of Art
(accessionno. 41.165.17) is decorated with two pairs of foxes, with very similar shaped cobalt split
palmettes dividing the tile. Another tile dated to the late 13th century in the collection of the Fitzwilliam

Museum, Cambridge (accession no. C.24-1934), has similar high contrast between the cobalt blue and
golden background. Birds with both wings visible are depicted in reserve, with a hare at the centre of

the tile. Another tile decorated with birds and vegetal motifs dating 1267 AD century is held in the same
museum (accession no. C.23-1934). A sherd of a bowl from 13th century Iran in the British Museum,

London (accession no. 1927,0527), features a very similar bird motif.
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